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The Art Review. 



AMERICAN ART NEWS. 



BOSTON". 



During the last two or three months there have been 
DO remarkable sales of painting's in Boston, though we 
hear of the disposal oC a few French pictures by De 
Vries, Ibarra & Co. 

In March Mr. Knocdler attempted the sale by auction, 
here, of some of the best foreign subjects he has had on 
exhibition in his New York gallery of late, but the re- 
mits were not satisfactory. He, however, disposed of 
I Brandt's drawing of " Thy Will be Done," at that sale, 
for the sum of $2,757. '■ ' ■;'•'£' ../■',' ■>'., 

'.'■'-Mr, Henry Williams, of Williams Ar Everett, is now 
In Europe, arranging for the extension of the business 
of that house with picture dealers, and with the artists 
; whose works find a market in America. "'- 
;, No picture exhibition in Boston has for years been so 
, successful as has Col. Bsichcldcr's *' Battle of Geltys- 
;; burg, M at Childs & Co's gallery. It is over three 
'months since it was opened, and it is still thronged; -xb- 
. deed, it seems rather growing in popularity, for it has 
;. been found advisable for the past two or three weeks to 
-give evening exhibitions. A record of the number of 
.visitors is kept, and we were told throe weeks since that 
ft has exceeded 20,000. The subscriptions to the en- 
.. graving, to be executed after the painting, had at that 
lime also reached $12,000. Col. B. is now gathering a 
grand harvest for his many years of patient sowing. 
From the very day of the Gettysburg victory he has been 
at work upon this theme, giving little attention to any- 
thing e!»e, and though never, like Argand, having to sell 
'■■ his bedstead to raise money," yet giving every available 
j ^.dollar to the enterprise. , ,<■ -, r ; . ^— V ; 

I '■ The tragical death recently of Mr. Kimball, the pari. 
ncrof Mr. Child*, shocked everybody in this coninin. 

\^^}y^^^S^^* i} ^^'^ P rm is, i fi) r..^ H ' present, M 
>*& be continued by Mr. Childs and the estate of Mr. Kim- 

w/ . We think it was since your last issue, that Mr. I>e 
;-^ries^b'f De A'ries, 1 Ibarra & Co. deceased. He had 
^Jusif returned from Europe with many facilities for en- 
larging his business. His collection of bronzes and 
fffl ^ther' valuable -casts and^sculptures, wc 'understand, is 
^•one of the largest ever imported at oricc by any American 
"^dpA)i^^^e^iab\lAmehlj^c^X\nwid under the man- 
m*ZM?MotMr*:i>e Vries." ; - r ^^ ? ^^^^^*^^.^ 
^^.An auction sale of a remarkably fine collection of rare 
;ffi n £W v Mgs a«'d etchings occurred on the 25th of Slay, 
;,V, which attracted a considerable gathering of collectors 
^' and amateurs We quote some of the prices obtained : 
&>A proofbefore letters of " Clytic,"by Bartoiozzi, $20.00; 
'^ngra'verer's proof No. 32, before letters, of " The En- 
'MtornbinenL" by Bettclim, after del Sarto, $3S.or>; India 
^prop^of. 4 ; ^pcoon^nd his ^n^?^.by Bcryic^^oo; a, 
fine proof, from the first state of the plate, of" Tjic Holy 
t ^>>mi]y;pf I-V.ir.cis ist.^ by Edclinck, $9000: artist's 
^proof of the Naples '''Madonna de la Benediction." by 
$;Lon«rhi; $54.06; LonghPs copy oi the "Reading Mag- 
rj, dalen," a fine impression oh inclia paper brought but 
■ t ■ $27,00, sometimes sold at $60.00 ; Masson's engraving of 
fffifitt 'Gray-Headed Man," earliest grade, $4500; Mul- 



during the past year, while that in American and Ger- 
man chrnmos has considerably diminished. This speaks 
well for American taste, for the English publishers 
greatly excel all others in this department of art. 

Mr. Prang is hard at work, and though producing fewer 
publications than last year, perhaps, his latest issues 
after Hart, are likely to he very popular. A visit to his 
establishment, last week, was a gratification to us, and 
it scarcely seemed possible that its proprietor was an 
humble printer of bill-heads less than ten years ago. 



NEW YORK. 



. After the halls of the National Academy were open- 
ed for the Spring Exhibition, the studios of most of our 
New York artists presented but a beggarly account in 
the way of pictures. At William Page's studio, in the 
Tenth Street Building, there were several portraits, and 
an ideal head of Christ. Mr. Page received the order to 
paint the Christ three years ago. He worked on it only 
during his moments of inspiration, thus it grew to be a 
labor -of love, and he expended his best thought and 
execution upon it. This Christ is unlike any modern 
representation of the Divine Man. At the first glance it 
impresses one as being too voluptuous for the Son of 
God,— the lips seem too full and red, the color of the 
face too bright and warm, and the bearing too proud. 

Christ is represented as walking; the head is turned, 
as If looking at one of his disciples. The figure is 
painted only to the waist. The color of the hair is a 
golden red; the beard is more of a yellow hue; the com- 
plexion is bright and clear; the eyes arc large and gray, 
with long dark lashes. There is a consciousness of 
strength and of his divine mission in the whole bearing 
and expression. One recognizes in this picture of 
Christ, the Lamb of God, and the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah. Both characters are wonderfully represented. 
In gazing upon this fact* one seems fascinated by it; 
new beauties and powers are developed every instant. 
This, is the greatest picture of Christ that has been 
painted, since the days of Leonardo da Vinci. In con- 
ception and execution it will lose nothing by comparison 
with the Christ of that great master. In some respects 
Page's picture surpasses that of Da Vinci; there is 
greater physical beauty in the former, both in color and 
feature, and there is much more strength expressed in 
the face. The sweetness and lovingness of character 
are not so apparent at the first glance, but they are there, 
and one soon feels their power, in most representations 
of Christ, the artist, wishing to depict the loving, tender 
side of his nature, has seemed to forget the strong, self- 
reliant and God-like nature,— and thus they have often 
produced faces that were beautiful in their sweetness 
and tenderness, but, in their extreme weakness in the ex- 
pression of character, wholly unworthy to represent the 
Saviour of mankind. This picture has never been 
exhibited. It was painted for Theodore Til ton, and 
through his kindness the public may some time have 
acccsstoit. ■';■%£ . >* - , -.:.'.. .-(•"' 

Another wonderful picture at Page's Studio was a 
portrait of Wendell Phillips. There was also one of 
Henry Ward Bcechcr. They arc both master-pieces. 
Mr. Page has succeeded perfectly in transferring to his 
canvas the delicacy and transparency of skin seen In 
the face of Wendell Phillips. : l ! :^V ; ^ ; >: 

Mr. Le Clear has just finished a bust portrait of Mrs. 
Laura Curtis Bull. in], the editor of The Revolution, 
Mrs. Bulla d is not only a very beautiful woman, but 
she is also a woman of varied accomplish meats, and of 
large culture. In this portrait Mr. Le Clear exhibits 
his usual fcVchy in eat pressing the individuality of 
character of bis sitter. The face i> full of a deep, earnest 
expression, which greatly enhances its native beauty. 
At present Mr. Le Clear is devoting nearly all his time 

to portraits. 

Kru^eman Van Elten, also of the Tenth Street Build- 
ing, is engaged -in p.iintinv' landscapes, of which he has 
given us many beautiful specimens. His love for 
nature never faileth, so the dear Dame discovers t*> him 
each ye ir s'»me new charm of form or color, or delight- 
ful combination of both. 

Mr.Whiltridge is still painting "hill, lake and forest- 
stream.'' He thinks some of going to the Yo Semite, 
or to some other region of the f.ir West, for study and 
inspiration thissummvi. ,;',. . - 

. -Mr, Mat hew Wilsnn, who has a Studio' in the Tenth 

Street Building, and another, one in the Hamilton 

M-iil.lin-* ;.- !',-,...k!vM «..,....!. ...... ..r 1.;. .: 



portraits, though he ha* several charming pictures of an 
ideal character at his New York room. 

De Haas, the marine painter, is at work on smaller 
pictures than usual. Several of his latest and finest 
works are still in his studio unsold. They have all 
been exhibited. 

William de Haas, a brother of the marine painter' 
occupies the next room. He makes landscapes his 
specialty. His pictures are good in parts, and he 
sometimes produces very pleasing effects of light; but 
his trees look furry and dumpy. This is especially the 
case with his elms, which should be light and graceful — 
as the elm is grace Itself. . 

Mr. Jacob Blondell, an associate of the National 
Academy of Design, has a studio in Dodworth's build- 
ing on Broadway. He devotes most of his time to 
portraits, though he sometimes paints very pleasing 
landscapes. . ... ' '■■*,■',' 

Mr. Arthur Parton has a studio in the same building. 
He is quite a young man, and his careful study and en- 
thusiasm for bis art augur well his success. He has at 
present at his studio some beautiful pictures of Scottish 
scenery ; also, several fine American views. 



,.-V«. ! i; 



PHILADELPHIA. 



Here, as elsewhere, this is the dull season for art. 
Mr. Waugh is painting Miss Emily Schaumburg, a 
brilliant and lovely Philadelphia belle. The artist has 
done full justice to the beauty and intelligence of 
the lady. Mr. Waugh has painted her at her best. 
She never looked more charming than she does on this 
canvas. Mr. Waugh is extraordinarily busy with the 
heads of our best people. He is very successful in all 
his undertakings, and is extending his reputation while 
reaping a fortune. . "■ 

'-Hamilton, our great marine painter, has been working* 
in Wilmington. Delaware, for six months past. He wav 
induced to set up his easel there, and he could not get 
away until he had completed many orders for the 
wealthy and tasteful of that town. Hamilton has met 
with a severe loss in the death of his friend Dickens. 
He was to visit him at Gad's Hill, in July, and had 
made all his arrangements to that end. When in 
Philadelphia, two years ago, Mr. Dickens' called on 
Hamilton, who gave him several spirited sketches ; but . 
the one that touched the heart t>f the great novelist was 
the original of the noble painting, owned in this city by 
Henry Gibson, Esq., "What are the Wild Waves 
Saying?" This captured Dickens, who sent Hamilton 
a complete set of his works, upon his return home,. 
Of course, the marine painter is nearly "dead with 
grieving" over the sudden and startling demise ol 
Dickens, who had promised to do him a "world of 
good" in England.' .;■-." y "'-:' i ^:'i : 'i'i.^\' : . ''■':'- f\{' ' : ,?-.- ..'■/, 

Winner is busy on portraits and in history. His il- 
lustration of the fire scene, Act III., of Col Fitzgerald's 
play, " Light at Last," gave him enviable prominence, 
which has led to remunerative orders. His portraits of 
Judge Allison, Hon. Wra.B. Mann, Major Calhoun, 
Hon, Edwin M. Stanton, etc., stamp him an artist ol 
skill and power. Iv^ /...,. ' <^ Y^' •* v;> V? 

• Young Bonricld is achieving renown and fortune as a 
marine painter. He gives promise of great excellence, 

Itothermel is giving the finishing touches to his" 
master-piece, "The Battle of Gettysburg," ordered by 
our legislature. It is a work of large size, and of un-. 
disputed excellence. If it is intended that this picture 
shall goto Harrisburg, there to be hidden from public 
view, we shall strenuously object. It ought to be placed 
in our Academy. ".. \. Y,. '• 

Isaac L. Williams has been furnishing some admira- 
ble copies of Claude, from sketches made from the 
originals in the Louvre. Fidelity is the great matter in 
these sketches. : ,: 

Trevor T. Fowler is making fancy beads for an ad- 
miring public. 

Buchanan Read's*' Shcridan-s Ride'' has good points, 
but the "hobby horse" detract* from the merits of the 
work. It is difficult to paint a horse in action. When 
Gen. Grant looked at the pictunHie said, *'It might 
possibly be Phi:., but he had never seen htm get himself 
up after that fashion!" 

■Tht M orans are all hard at work, and all art-success- 

It is' a satisfaction to know thai Rustcl) Smith is 
:iUvav» bn-'i . lie i« n*m p-ilntitie* :i drtir»-; ; iir!-ii:) f-»r 
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j tlit* Host on Theatre, and another foi Fox*.- new Ph:!a- 
| delphia Theatre, on the site of the old Academy of the 
| '■""Sc Arts. Mr. Smith ts a delightful gentleman, whose 
1 jus is shared by a son and daughter, Munthus and 
', -^rrAxy Smith. 

' _.".... : .-^ :' : y '.'..- CINCINNATI. . 

AlXn.14 East Fourth Street, Mr.C. T. Wehber is 
engaged upon several very fine portraits. Prominent 
among these is a family group, consisting of the portraits 
ol Gen. McCook and his nine sons, eight of whom enlist* 
ed in the service of the United States, during the late 
war. Four, it will be remembered, lost their lives in 

I active service, and one died shortly after his return home 
from the effects of a wound received in the army. The 
grouping of the figures and the management of details 
shows careful and conscientious study, the faces are 

[ painted from reliable likenesses, and the picture upon 
the whole promises to be a perfect success. It is grati- 
fying that one so capable as Mr. Webber should receive 
this order; It is intended lor the Rotunda of the capito) 
at Columbus. '/■''■;■■'■■' '■' ' y r '-'-S-\:^'.' ■•■['■. ■■ '■■'■^ 

?i Wiss H attic Ho I brook, occuping the same studio with 
jMr.. \Vcbbjeri has just finished a fine portrait of J. B. 
Bennett's children, by far excelling any previous effort 
'"DVJicrpl^^At present she is finishing two landscapes, 
.yjcws taken from 1 Rocky Fork. . ' '" ■■•-"-'-''•'• 

'^ Miss Mary Spencer, a genera? favorite here, is busily 
engaged upon Cilbinci portraits, for which she receives 
many orders. Occasionally she divides her attention a 
little, and refreshes us by some of her beautiful little 
flower and. fruit pieces, in which she most certainly 
excels, and it is doubtful if she "is approached, in this 
part of the country at least in the excellence of her floral 
'offeringV,t)eforetbe-shrincofarf,( " ' s:j»" ^^f », ' v 
^^Xi n i'!;J?^^*9 un f?' although 'a landscape artist, has 
''WdGrtaken^iliii |-mi^'>^[n^cult]b«Utt£h > '9f art; that is- of 
rei»resentinjj the human figure in ali its natural. simpli- 

sf&(-iSS^^«^«i' ; ' r 5i l '*!' : *6 *'^ • Su j>V L '^ ^ '-* M'-'Sa'diji-n,** and' 
fyzjmSK\tiicg_ ^r|reat .^or1.^' | |iis'^and$«ip^ Wc? \vith 
' J f^yV^ttM^trixst Jifa expectations may be realfe-- 
>»*n his new undertaking. '' 
j|&H^nry-*Mosler^ 1 lues; Just placed a new ..-picture ..oh 



hibitibrt^^ailed r *«)ust Moved,*' . It is; on a canvas 

about lour by'five, feet, and represents a'room'where all 

vwfeS , W il H i 'S.-; ni A? i"^ 1 D «? n , «t in. every thing in per- 

^^■cpnfusion, but in the midst of it, sit the happy 

; ^uple> the father occuping' nitfier an elevated position 

^^fte'taVleJ'the hiother^s|Ung;npon the onlj:ayailabie 

^ehair, holding the baby in her arms. Their faces are 

! ■J^niing'Witli joy ■unspeakable, as their attention is. 

,,e\ ( ideritly engrossed by the baby's merry crow, who is" 

folding out hi* hand to papa. On the table there is a 

^pitcher and glass of foaming beer, a brown paper and a 

"piece ofcheesc, and the father has commenced cutting 

<$jj slice of bread from the Iqaf, which he holds in his left 

^jMgd J b ut the laugh of the baby has interrupted liis 

^pe'rai ion Jprfti" ufc^Hnfn'^^'fiitew^rk, and' iiu It should, 

; ^.receives universal praise, Mr. Mosler soon leaves for 

tNew York, where he intends locating. ' r ^-"« u 1 ';^- • 

^Oeorgc JSharpless, an amateur artist, has recently 

■ ^placed oil exhibition, a charming little landscape, lull of 

t : *ttnlight and thoroughly true to nature. In fact, it is 

#W of those pictures that always leave a pleasant and 

"refreshing impression upon your mind. His pictures 

ii»n»eet with the most flattering reception from the general 

^public, and the art critics. 7* nc * co,nm < > » voice of tlie 

.^people has given him the name, and we think deserved* 

■'Tjyio, dl the best landscape artist in our city. :';;;*>' i^'^i 

•MP wight Benton has nearly completed a delicious little 

J'prcture.Sihich he culls "Midsummer/* It is one of his 

r :;Very best, full of poetical imagination, arid although 

but a cabinet size, one could dream many happy hours' 

■away in its company. .'■;■„ 

' v Ira C. Denise is engaged upon a little beauty, a bit of 
landscape which he calls "Bankside." It it, entirely 
different from his usual style, and superior to any thing 
j>4ias previously painted, with the exception of a work 
Utcd some three months since, called "The Pas<- 
'Storni.* in which he more closely resembles 
StAuincft than any American artist whose pictures 
'Aye have seen. He is a thorough worker and | romises 
, -vWell for the future. . ^ ■:,■■■'-'■ -•;■■'■■'>, 

Jy T. Quick is busy upon portraits, and judging from tlie 
j^; nm iithT; f f . pict ure* 



result*" of hi- labors it is to be presumed that he will 
favor us with some ol his situh't mountain tops, with 
beautiful foregrounds, and in fact, such as makes one 
feel that it would be pleasant to be there. 

R . S. Puncanson, has about finished his " Peri at the 
Gates of Eden." One thing is certain, it will add much 
to his reputation. 

Many of our artists have left the city for their summer 
tour. Among whom are T. S. Noble, under whose able 
management, the McMicken School of Art has come 
up to a degree of excellence, which gives great promise 
ior its future career and usefulness. 

Insco Williams, S. Lindsley, Chas. Ross and several 
others are away, so, of course, no note can be made of 
their progress. But we have a hard working class of 
artists here, and. although Cincinnati does not equal 
Chicago in Art matters, yet if hard worn, will bring it 
about, we may be able to reach the present standard 
of Chicago, by-and-by. But where will Chicago be 
then ? Can't you stand still a little while and wait for us ? 

The Academy of & inc Arts has recently closed, with a 
distribution of pictures. We have a fine collection of 
picture* on exhibition: among foreign artist's work we 
lnive represented, J. W. Sch inner, Scheuren, lander- 
man Froumell, Prellcr, Papc, Lessing. Achcbanch, 
Von Schendel, De Bracelecr; and of American 
pictures, by {Wm. Bradford, Win. Hart, Smillie, 
Breyoort, Hinc, Key, Brown, Webber, Duncanson and 
in an v others. : ' ■ ! ' 






commenced, commissions must be 
He .soon leaves for, ;i summer 

\ II .' \VVkempeY i< skctclVrnfc'at |)re><»t'jriSniriroin : tii-> 



Sjj&leirty' --with him. 



. '.W' /;■'-"■■ '■'/': •;■:"/■'''■•''■ Chicago. 

In our city, there is the usual midsummer dearth of 
art news, so far as a record of new pictures is concerned. 
A majority of our artists are away for the season, and 
several of them in Europe. Among the latter may be 
mentioned Hoist. Highwood, HUHard, and Sommer, 
while Shirlaw- and Gookins— -accompanied by his bride, 
have started for a tour of foreign travel, which will kee]) 
them abroad lor a year or more.' ' ' . :■;■:.■;' ' '., 

t\ In 'the early summer Elkins was cast h*r a few weeks, 
accQiiipaiiied by lii^brio*e f ; lie. is._n.ow; working away in 
his studio as assiduously as ever, but is purposing to 
make his annual trip to the mountains some time during 
'thefoll. . rffy?;- ' V <'■ '■ t ■< ' - ■, kA. 

'..On the everiihg of July id, Messrs. Gookins and Shir- 
law, held a public sale of their paintings, one hundred 
in number. ' V#"- *, ,.__ j * \ J • , -" : , , J4 , 

y/puring the month of April, Conrad Diehl gave a re- 
ception at the Art Rooms of Mr. R. E. Moore, on which 
occasion was exhibited his large historical painting, en- 
titlei,! » The Disinherison of St. Francis." On this 
work Mr. Diehl has been very succesful, in conception, 
in. sentiment, grouping, handling, and general effect. It 
remains at the room of Mr. Moore. 
-"SR. W. Wall is exhibited during the month of April his 
f Ancient Carthage" at the Opera House gallery, where 
it attracted attention, hnd in many points was worthy of 
much praise. 1' ;^A !: J^ l .-'./' ; M' ;f ^'y ■■«■ , ■. ■.-' ..* .,-i-.., X- . ; : 
. In May, Mr. Emigh held a sale of his large collection 
of paintings, by foreign and home artists, at which the 
prices obtained were very satis factory. ":':"} 

May 14th, by special invitation, a party of our citizens 
visited the elegant residence of Alexander White, Esq., 
at Lake Forest, the principal attraction on the occasion 
being tlie' exhibition of his well-selected and arranged 
gallery of works by tlie best of American and European 
artists. The collection is one of the finest in America, 
and we shall take pleasure in giving a description of its 
more prominent features in a future number of The 
Art Review. \ i\ m :■'..'■ '■'■'■ ':',,T ■'■ > ;' '."'..' ^ •'<"/' 

•V At the Art Rooms of Mr. II. E. Moore, Opera House, 
among new works, are two attractive little landscapes 
by William Hart, who, by the by, is intending to make 
Chicago his permanent home. One is a view of Lake 
George, entitled "The Coming Storm." This, and the 
match picture, are both charming reproductions of Na- 
ture, by one of her most successful interpreters. 
•..John Phillips, at his new and elegant studio, is con- 
stantly employed with commissions that allow no time 
for summer rest. A group of children, now nearly 
complete:! will add much to his reputation. yV. 

.Pickering is in New York city painting portraits. 
We aie happy to note his prosperity. 

J. D. Mattison ha* recently completed a landscape 
from sketches' made on New Jtixer, in Virginia, in 
which he has introduced coo] jrrtv»> and j-r.iys that arc 
decidedly, refreshing in the eye during the heated term, 
improvement is apparent In the handling, and an in- 



creased unite of design and harmony of execution. Mr. 
Mattison goes South on u sketching » -ur during the fall. 

Pine. Schwerdt,Jenks, and the oilier artists who arc 
home, are all busily employed. 

We are pleased to notice that Mr. W.T. Noble, at his 
store on State street, has been arranging a neat little 
exhibition gallery which will be open free to the public. 

Mr. Fassett's gallery, on Wabash Avenue and Van 
Buren street, is an attractive place to lovers of art, where 
they are always sure to find something new and desir- 
able by artists of repute. 



ST. LOUIS. 

At tlie present time there is nothing of peculiar inter- 
est in art matters at St. Louis. But the artists are not 
idle, and a considerable amount of work has been turn- 
ed out during the spring months. The landscapists are 
already planning summer journeys, mostly westward, 
and will soon fly from the heats of the city. But they are 
now busy at their easels. 

Mr. Mesher has produced several good pictures since 
I wrote you last, and has now several nearly completed. 
They bear marks of his conscientious, patient work, and 
find many admirers and ready sale. A little composition, 
** A Trout Brook in Minnesota," is a gem in its way 
which every one that has seen it covets, I like also a 
sketch, •■ Owasca Lake, New York," in which he has 
happily combined all the elements of a good picture. 
Mr. Mesher is never idle; and he is wise in painting 
medium-sized and small canvasses, which are quickly 
caught up by persons of good taste. 

Mr. J. W. Veil, after quite an absence from St. Louis, 
has returned, and has rooms in the building on the 
corner of Fifth and Pine streets. He has several paint- 
ings- nearly ready for exhibition. One of these, a scene 
on a brook in the depths of the woods, is full of pure air, 
with gleams of sunshine. He has also scenes on the 
Mahoning river, in Ohio, and a very attractive view on 
the Susquehanna. Mr. Bell is one of the most promis- 
ing of our young painter*, and y.eexjvCtr.i'.cHfpim litm, 

Mr. J. \\". Pattison is at work on Rocky- Mountain- 
Scenery. His Pike's Peak, as ] predicted, won the 
highest praise. He has. now at Pettis St Lcathc's a 
view on "Bear Creek" in the mountain, which gives 
evidence of careful study. At his studio other sketches 
from the same region arc in a forward suite, and arc 
very commendable. .. /•■,.,. ' . 

Julius Kusnmer has a "large composition which he 
calls *'6n the Alps" ou exhibition at Lohmann's on 
Fifth street. It is in his usual manner, and shows his, 
education in European methods and mannerism. But 
the picture has merit, and will attract attention among 
our foreign-born citizens. ' ',- ; 

Eichbaum, one of our younger portrait painters, has 
been doing himself much credit lately. His portrait of 
Col. Gildcrslcvi's children, life-size, with the usual 
accessories of such pictures, has wotthily been much 
admired. He has painted also a portrait of Col. O'Niel 
which we like very much, and shows that labor, for 
which he has a reasonable capacity, will place him 
among the best of his class. 

Powers has been busy, and been devoting sometime 
to a likeness of the late John J. Roe, which gives a good 
idea of the man in his quieter moods. 

Stuart has not had any work on exhibition since I 
wrote last, bnt he has his time occupied, and will soon 
transfer some canvases from the studio to the exhibition 
room. ; -. . "';',' ' ' r , /.■' ' \^ 

Mr. Conant has at Petti* & Leathc's a study for the 
full length of the late John J. Roe, which he has been 
engaged by the Chamber of Commerce to paint. It 
seems to fully meet the expectations of all parties 
interested, and is a very Superior work. I have never 
seen anything from Mr. Conant's pencil that pleases me 
so well. There is a concentration of vigor and self- 
possession in the face and figure that reveals great 
depth of character. lit has also on exhibition at the 
same place a portrait of a child, lately deceased, of Col. 
Morrison, that has drawn out many visitors. The child 
J> idealized and represented as an ascending angel, yet 
preserving the likeness, and some of its earthly character. 
The subject has not swamped the artist, which is sayiuc 
a great deal. He has made an interesting and beautiful 
painting, in which we detect many of his best poim* as 
an artist. 

McI>onald. the sculptor, ha» been giving us a view 
of hif marble bust of Jas. H. Lucat, E*q., one of tmr 
»M wealthy citi/.ens. It dues not strike us favorably a>' 



The Art Revie 



w. 



ii 



h work of :irt ( :tml we are disappointed in it. in nn»n' 
w.ij> than one. The likeness is sufficiently strong to bo 
readily recognized, but it seems deficient in character. 
The eccentricities of dress which he puts into marble, 
although characteristic of the man, are fatal to its 
Success as a work of art. 

Our artists arc making arrangements to congregate in 
the new building, on the corner of Fifth and Pine 
streets, and there is some prospect of having a picture 
gallery in. the same building. 
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It is necessary, with a lew exceptions, to speak of the 
, possibilities rather than the performance of art on the 
Pacific coast. The few exceptions, however, it is pleas- 
" ant to know — in the hope that wc see the future al- 
ready dawning — are recent developments. 
We already owe something to a few indefatigable and 
ienterprisng collectors, among whom " Snow & Ross" 
; are the most prominent, and hope to do eventually for 
/San Francisco what Goupil and Schaus have done and 
.'.arc doing for New York. Occasional)-, r.l though not 
}■;.'■. so often as they themselves, or lovers of art could wish, 
'• -they- have been able to secure works of considerable 
: * merit. .' '^;x>^ >■ ..-.--. 

iir&~ ^Amon'^ the most noticeable pictures now on cxhibi- 
"■*' tioh at their gallery, arc two by Gilbert Mungcr. Per- 
";'- haps there is no other artist on this coast whose works 
j.-;-^' have equal merit, or who has been so signally success- 
| -■' ful. He has been in this city but a tew months, but his 
i finished works have already been advantageously dis- 
■ posed of. He has at present some unfinished sketches 
i : of California scenery at his studio, upon which he is at 
! .''work. 'vaV'.^.-.j. ■;■:■ 

f^^-pf the; two pictures already mentioned, one, the 
L£»*4? i ,\Valsach Mountains,'* represents a distant crown of 
ni'.-mouniains* softened: hut distinctly defined against the 
;./. sky, which is permeated by pale golden sunlight. The. 
base* of the mountains are encircled by .-emi-trantparcnt 
)i5^*in<I the iiiiinVirfate foreground is relieved by u few 
'jlndianhula and a cibnip of trees. The picture through" 
its fine perspective, and strongly marked middle dis- 
tance,. succeeds in conveying a, vivid impression of the 
I fSSlimpIc grandeur of that- section of the country which it 
^represents V ' t 

^lyhe other nicture.is^ wiled "A Glimpse of the 

~ "Cific^i^The sketch is /taken at' a short distance ffoni 

the Cliff House, and is familiar to all San Franciscans. 

Jn this wir cannot but be Struck with Mr, Mungcr's suc- 

^,cess,iri Creating a beautiful picture out of such simple 

^^eJeinents^.'that the ordinary observer would have no 

#> thought of exclaiming, " What a scene for an artist!" 

'fy .The blue waters of the Pacific, which are here all that 

gr their name signifies, meet the horizon arid swell toward 

*■*$? the near sandy beach in long faint lines of white foam. 

^InUie/qreground are unequal clumps of chamizal, and 

v- among its scant herbage a few animals arc feeding. At 

•flw^theTight liarid *' the ground swells to a slight elevation 

^ still clothed with this characteristic vegetation. The 

' : ;;if sky is that of a windy California afternoon so difficult to 

^'describe bywords, and, if we may judge by the repeated 

^.'.■; failure. in pictures, so difficult to express on canvas. It 

];«•■ Is, if the expression is allowable, as if a threadbare cur- 

f y& tain of vapor were interposed, beyond which there is a 

'"plaint suggestion of blue sky. There is in the general 

;,.-'< effect that poetry .which nature always has, and which is 

permitted to none but the true artist to transcribe on 

:<iarivas.'v ^v'.v ■'■:"" ■-.■':,; ''y '■■'■ '," "-'^' '■".'.' .- . \ 

^H^rlt inay 'not be mat apropos as an indication of general 

*■" art culture to relate a little incident connected witli one 

■>) of these pictures.' VThe WatsacTl Mountains'' was at 

an exhibition a few months ago" for the benefit of the 

• Howard Benevolent Society, at Sacramento, and it was 

considered necessary to protect it by a glass to keep its 

enthusiastic admirers from stabbing it with their canes. 

".■;■■ Petzoldt, also, a young and recently arrived German 

artist, exhibits a carefully detailed sketch of Great 

Bear Canon in the Swiss Alps. It is an admirable" 

Ctudy of trees and rocks. 
S.M.Brooks, is among the best known of the older 
California artists. His studies of still life arc remark- 
able lor their finish and truthfulness. There are two 
pictures by this artist nmv on exhibition, representing 
several varieties of fi.-h afforded by our markets. The 
work is skillfully executed, ami would attract attention 
auvwhere for its unusual merit . Theroarv, besides, now 



attain anything more than :i loc.il celebrity. They have 
served tu fill up an otherwise blank space with works of 
mostly an indifferent character. 

Wandesford has recently completed a series of 
sketches of interior scenery for an Eastern publication, 
also one or two paintings in oil. 

Denny's name is conspicuous among the older artists. 
His works are of rather unequal merit, some of the 
marine views being painted with tolerable success. He 
is now engaged in painting on a large canvas, Byron's 
*' Haide, and Don Juan at the cave." 

Charles Nahl exhibits at the gallery of Nahl Brothers 
a picture representing an " Indian girl washing clothes 
by the river." If Mr. Nahl succeeded in inducing some 
dark-colored beauty to array herself in picturesque cos- 
tume, and stand in the river while her portrait was 
painted, that much of the subject may be true to nature, 
for thefose of the figure is studied and graceful. The 
foliage and coloring are loudly tropical. 

Arriola exhibits several remarkable paintings. The 
coloring of his representations of tropical scenery is a 
gaudy combination of ball-room hues. This, added to, 
the careful manipulation ol certain objects in the land- 
scapes which are remarkably deficient in their just values 
produces a startling and unnatural effect. This school 
of painting, which is somewhat largely represented here, 
is unhealthy food for our art infancy, and affects us with 
a sort of visual dyspepsia. 

Mr. Key, another well-known artist, is at work upon a 
large picture of the Yoscmitc. .-. 

The numerous representations of the Yosemite now 
exhibited at San Francisco form a distinct class of 
pictures. It has become an epidemic to which many 
artists have already yielded, and it is a fate, which from 
present indications, future has in store for nearlv all of 
the others. 
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■The Art Review, No. 2, contains four additional 
pages, and nearly double the quantity of reading matter 
in the initial number, and we are pleased to believe that 
the variety and value of its contents, made up from con- 
tributions by prominent writers, will be appreciated by 
all those who desire a readable, reliable Record of Pro- 
gress of vEsthetics in America. 4.; ^;.;' v| : rU>r; ' y". 
We are also pleased and encouraged to find that the 
idea of a magazine responding to the increasing desire 
for popular information upon all matters of Art, has 
met with the cordial support of so large a number in so 
short a time.' Arid to our friends of the press arc thanks 
especially due, for the many kindly words of good cheer. 



. "Morning in the Valley,"— The full-page Steel 
Plate Engraving, by G.J. Verbeck, after the original, by 
H. A. Elkins, accompanies No. 2 of The Art Review, 
to all regular subscribers. It is a happily chosen and 
carefully executed study of Rocky Mountain scenery, 
the original painting being one of the most highly 
prized works in the private collection of Vice President 
Colfax. Mr. Verbeck, the engraver, has succeeded ad- 
mirably, reproducing the finer effect* with delicacy and 
truthfulness, and deserves great credit for this work, 
which is beyond doubt, one of the best specimens of 
steel engraving yet produced, in the West. As such 
wc take pride in presenting it to pur readers. 






at work inlhetiiv, a few. artists wli'i will probably ne^er 



•;^The Changed Cross," is a newChromo recently 
issued by j. Hoover, of Philadelphia. The size is 
twenty-two by twenty-eight inches, and the work pos- 
s esses much that is meritorious. The idea involved is 
excellent and has been brought out in such a manner as 
to insure a large popularity and rapid sale. It it sold 
only by subscription, and in Chicago is controlled by 
A. P. C. Bonte, 76 State Street. 

G. P. A. Healy is a name familiar to artists and art- 
lovers everywhere. One of the choicest things he has 
ever finished is a portrait, from life, of pope J'/o A7»», 
which has just been received in this city, from Rome, 
by Messrs. Jcnkmson Jfc Keitz, who are having it repro- 
) duced in chromo. Mr. Kurz, of the Chicago Litho- 
I yraphiiig Comphny, is doing the work, and it will 
j probably be completed somr time the present mouth, 
j Proofs of the plates tli n> far finished indicate that the 
exquisite work of the artist will be ably seconded bv 
j Mr. Kurz. '; ■ "''"■'■"";«;/ - * 



Tut copper plates of Audubon's " Birds of Amer- 
ica," engraved in life size, arc now offered for sale by 
Messrs. G. P. Putnam & Sons, of New York, to the 
highest bidder, before the first of September, the sales 
being for the benefit o{ Mrs. Audubon. The intrinsic 
value of the collection— comprising three hundred and 
fifty plates — and the scarcity of obtainable copies of the 
original printing, taken in connection with the circum- 
stances nectssitating their sale, should command for 
them a good price. 

The State Libraries of the United States. — 
We are collecting material for an article, or series ol 
articles, as may be required, containing facts and fig- 
ures, and various matters of interest concerning each of 
the State Libraries of the United States. Something 
like a quarter of the Librarians have responded to a letter 
of inquiry sent out, and we hope that a majority, at 
least, of the others will do so at the earliest convenient 
opportunity. The subject is one of general interest, and 
we wish to make as favorable an exhibit a* possible. 

A Free Art School is one of the tilings now in 
contemplation for our city. It will he instituted at the 
expense of private individuals, and in connection with 
an already established Art Institution, will be conducted 
on a liberal scale, having all the accessories of casts, 
models, a valuable Art library, and other desirable fea- 
tures. The school will occupy rooms in the Opera 
House building, and will be opened, it is promised, 
sometime this fall. Wc wish the enterprise every suc- 
cess, and shall announce its Inauguration, accompanied 
by a complete plan of operations, in the next number of 
The Art Review. 

"A Family Scene in Pompeii,-— After the ori- 
ginal painting by Coomans, is acknowledged to be 
"unquestionably the finest chromo ever produced in 
this country; it challenges an equal in English or 
German An.** This exquisite subject is one of the 
many classic works 'of Coomans. delineating the in -itch- 
less architecture and decorative art of the Itomans^as V 
discovery! by the excavations of the ruins of Pompeii, 
The oritrinal is in the possession of Mr. L. Prang, the 
publisher, and those who have compared the two 
pronounce it admirably perfect. It represents a Roman 
mother, young and beautiful, sitting beside an exquisitely 
ornamented table, on which are works of art and drapery ; 
at her side stands a child with a finger in his pouting ■ 
mouth. The white drapery of the dressing-robe of the 
lady is beautifully shaded,. and her finely moulded 
arm, bare to the shoulder, with her jewels, are elegantly 
rendered. The tesselated pavement is spread with rugs 
of richly mottled skins; the walls are decorated in all 
the beauty of Pompeian art. At the right a brown 
arras, looped back, reveals an open-roofed bath-room, in 
the centre of which plays a beautifrl bronze fountain. 

Forty-three stones were employed in the production of 
this work, and it required six months time for the 
printing alone, of each edition. Truly, chromo-litho- 
graphy has made rapid progress since its first intro- 
duction in Boston, less than a dozen years ago. 
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The St. Louis Weekly Mail is a live paper, filled 
with the best of original and selected articles upon a 
large range of vital matters of today. It is ably edited, 
and an honor to American journalism. ■ 

The Philadelphia Item is one of the most sub- 
stantial and reliable of American weekly newspapers, 
and is most admirably conducted by the Messrs. Fitz- 
gerald. We are not surprised to learn that its proprietors 
are about to merge it into a daily of the same name, to 
be commenced early ibis fall. Its success is as deserved 
as it is gratifying to hosts of patrons and friend". 

The Trans- Atlantic, —copies of which for July and 
August have been received from Mr. T. A, Taylor, the 
Chicago Agent, — is ah unusually readable compilation 
freshly given from the better class of English current 
literature, and contains one-hundred and twenty-eight 
handsomely printed imperial pages. Everything in 
its make-up indicates ginni taste and care, and is a 
marvel of cheapness, being furnished for $3 a year bv 
the publishers. L. K. Ilainersly \ Co., Philadelphia. It 
deserves its rapidly obtained, and still more rapidly in-, 
creating popularity. ;'i:'\ -v' , ?. ' . 



